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FullText 
Whatever one’s view on medical assistance in dying (MAID), an underlying question is whether 
it should be considered part of palliative care. The Canadian Hospice Palliative Care Association 
takes the stance that MAID “definitionally fall(s) outside of the scope of palliative care.” 1 This is 
a historical perspective dating to Hippocratic injunctions against a fatal draught. But with the 
advent of euthanasia and assisted suicide as legal life-ending options in various jurisdictions, 
the insistence on separation between palliative care and MAID has been questioned. Although 
some assert the purposeful hastening of death should always be outside the scope of medical 
practice,2 others contend that respect for patient choice at life’s end is central to modern 
notions of patient-centered care. Setting those considerations aside, this article seeks to 
determine whether MAID is part of palliative care, based on characteristics embedded within 
the practice of medicine. 
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